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the other, to her vast empire. While she took from
them the right of peace and war, she claimed for
herself only a deciding voice in great politi-
cal questions. Under the last degenerate rulers
of the Asmonean dynasty, as well as under the
Herods, the Jewish nation preserved a semi-inde-
pendence. In which its religions life was respected.
But the moral crisis through which the people was
passing was too violent. When men have reached
a certain degree of religions fanaticism, they arc
ungovernable. It must also be admitted that the
tendency of Borne always was to strengthen her
rule in the East. The little vassal royalties, which
she had at first preserved, disappeared from day to
day, and the provinces were absorbed in the Empire.
From the year 6 A.D., Judea was administered by
procurators, who were subordinated to the imperial
legati of Syria, and who governed side by side with
the Herods. The impossibility of such a system
made itself more manifest every day. The Herods,
in the East, had no great reputation as men of
genuine patriotism and piety. The administrative
habits of the Eornans, even on their most reasonable